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GEN xx. 17. 


Etcape for thy Life ; look not behind thed; 
neither tay thou in all the Plain: eſcape to 
the Mountain, leſt thou be conſumed. 


HESE words the 8 Lot and 
| his family When they had broughe them 
out of Sodam, and were about to take leave 
of them. The bleſſed ſpirits ſeemed apptehenſive 
of their being yet in Canger either of loiter - 
ing, or looking back, or ſtaying in the plain, 
though they were out of the city, and) there- 
fore puts them in mind their lives were at 
ſtake, and to be difobedient now, or to delay, 
would be to run the riſk of being conſumed, and, 
ifi the m agen bg chatges them in my 
text, to make the beſt of their way, and fiy for 
their lives, - | 3 
This paft of the divine hiſtory is really moſt af - 

Ring : Here we may ſee at once both the good - 
neſs and ſeverity of God, his goodneſs in ſavin 
Lot's houſe, his ſeverity in deſtroying the cities ok 

that country in ſo awful a manner. 


It appears, by what precedes my text, that all 


thoſe unhappy cities, and the country round 
about, had abounded in all plenty, and pride, and 
fulneſs of bread, as we read in Ezek. xvi. 49. 
had made them W and in general they 

. were 


2 
* 
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ere the vengeance and the! 
Again, we may ſce how our Saviour humbled 
- himſelf to ſtay and Icdge in a tent, and diſdained 
not of old to appear in the form of a man, for 


— . ˙ once —— ag r 
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but he comes to make his above with us; and 


1 5 


were gone into ſtrange and unnatural luſts, fo that 
* the cry of their ſins was gone up to heaven, and 


to Abraham the day before, and ſtaid with him all 
night, but two of them only came to Sodom, and 
roſe up early in the morning ; but the third, who 
no doubt was the Angel of the covenant, Chriſt 
Jeſus; ſtaid behind and revealed to Abraham what 
was in his heart to do to Sodom and the adjacent 
cities, For a good while the faithful patriarch 
pleaded, and made interceſſion for the city, but 


t laſt he ſubmitted, and the Lord went his way 


from communing with Ablaham, and he returned 
to his place.“ 5 | on 


© Here. we may obſerve many things worthy our 


notice: Firſt, how our Saviour would not bring 
'his judgments upon a wicked place, but he would 
Arſt acquaint his ſervants, leſt they ſhould have 


deen too much ſurprized at the ſudden ſtroke, or 
queſtioned if the righteous were not deſttoyed as 


well as the ungodly, and ſo might have all their 
life - time been in jeopardy, leſt he that had vifited 
ſo heavily thoſe of Sodom, might by and by viſit 


them alſo in the ſame way; therefore would God 


ſet the matter in a right 18 before his children 
orm fell. | 


in the human form he and his angels appeared 
to Abraham, chap, xvii, 2. We have no tight 
to grudge this happineſs to Abraham, Lot, &c. 
for the ſame Lord and Saviour yet dwells with his 
children, and not as a gueſt that tartieth for anight, 


No 


the Lord was come down to deſtroy it.“ We read 
in the eighteenth chapter, that three angels came 
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no doubt many angels guard the beds and houſes 


of ſuth' as dre heirs of falvation. And this is no 


Wonder that they miniſter to us in this way, for 


they were witneſſes what Jeſus ſuffered to redeem 


us, and ſaw him in his worſt agonies and ſorrows 


to ſave us, and muſt count it an honour to attend 
upon ſouls whom God purchaſed with his own 
blood, Might they ſpeak with us, I am perfuaded 
they would often accoſt us, as once Gabriel did 
the bleſſed virgin, wich „Hail, thou highly fa- 
voured ;*” but this ſhall be done in worlds to 
come; and now they, are *continually aſcending 


concerning us; and are daily employed and buſied 


and deſcending before the throne, to receiye orders 


in miniſtering and ſerving to us: But I think we 
have a good reaſon to give why we may not ſee 


them, but upon ſome particular occafions, nor 


ſpeak with them; and that is, Teſt we ſhould be 


tempted to worſhip them, or aſcribe our ſafety to 
them, and diſhonour and even rob our Saviour 
their Maſter and Maker; and had we liberty to 
commune with them, it would not be ſo well with 
us as now, for then we ſhould. be too apt to live 
without that near fellowſhip which we now have 


with Jeſus © Chriſt himſelf, and this is better 


than to have communion with all the angels in 
Fal... EN ny or OO 
But another thing is obſervable, and that is, the 
diligence which was ſeen in the angels, for «they 


roſe up early in the morning, and went about 


their grand buſineſs, which was the ſaving of Lot, 


the nephew of Abraham. O that the "miniſters, 
who are a ſort of angels to the churches, and have 
an office, in many reſpects, like the angels, would 


learn hence, that their buſineſs is the king's buſi- 


neſs, and requires haſte, and that early and Tate they 
— 5 would 


— 
would purſue it, and even not ſlay to ſalute any 
man by the way, when Jeſus ſends them; I mean, 
not ſtand complimenting and trifling with ſouls, 


deal in their work as ſeryants of that Maſter, with 


whom is no reſpe&t of perſons, and have his charge 


ſo at heart, that till they have finiſhed their courſe, 
and laid down their ſtaff and ſandals, they might 
 gtudge no labour and ſpare no pains to win ſouls 
out of danger, and get them to flee out of ſpiritual 
When the angels came into the city, they ſtood 
in the ſtteet oppoſite ' to Lot's door, as if the 
would try the good mari, but he would not ref 
till they werk come in to him, but little thought 
who he had entertained. He little thought that 
they were come to be ſaviours to him; ſuch bleſ- 
Kngs yet attend the receiving and being hoſpitable 
to firaffgerss Many, who have received unawares 
a child of Ged into their houſes, may, in the laſt 
day, hear our Saviour ſay tb them, I was a ſtran- 
ger and ye took me in * and when they mall ſay, 
« Wheng Lord?” He ſhall anſwer, ** Inaſmuch #'s 


did it to one of the leaſt of theſe my brethr#n, 


ye did ito me.” As ſoon as Lot had brought i 
is gueſts, the men of the city, filled with Juſt, 
would ruft in alſo and know theſe men; ind all 
the entreaties and wholeſome advice he could make 


tle of was of ſo little effect, that they were only 


fo much the tuder, till the angels pulled in Lot, and 
ſmote the men with blindneſs, Hear this, ye poor 
adulterers, ye unclean, and ye who abuſe youtſclves 
with luſts, and know that the whole is but ſewel 
for the fire of the laſt day ; but get you to the cold 
ſweat of Jeſus, thoſe great drops alone can check 
and damp the unholy tire, and make you, though 
| " x ever 


but plainly, boldly, and at the loſs of all things, 


* 
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Cp 1 
ever 6 polluted, clean; and like vir before 
the 3 of God. 5 ! 2 8 
As ſoon as Lot was got in again, the angels 
began their weighty meſſage thus: “ Haſt thou 
any ſons of daughters, qr ſons in law in this place? 
or whatever thou haſt, bring them out of this city; 
for we will deſtroy it. The cry of their fin is 
up to heaven, and the Lord has ſent us to deſtroy 
it.” Lot believed the word of God immediately 
and went out to warn his ſons in law, and thoſe of 
his children that were married out, but all in vain. 
He ſeemed to them only as one that had dreamed, 
I ſuppoſe he told them, Up, my children, and 
come out of this city with me; for, before th 
ſun is well riſen to-morrow, this place ſhall be Jai 
in aſhes, and the ſouls therein ſhall periſh. But, 
as I ſaid, however affecting and awful the warning 
had been to him, it had no great effect on them, 
They thought, Poor Lot! he has ne fancies, 
he has always preached to us before-now, but this 
is a new fear that has got into his brain; and they 
mocked him, and he went grieved away. Juſt 2 
the ſcoffers of our age make their game, and the 
drunkards make ſongs on ſuch as come'ts jnvite 
them from endleſs ruin : And they do it upon the 
ſame ground as the children and relatigns of Lot 
when they mocked him. I de not doubt but tl 
looked out and ſaw the evening as clear and calm 
23 ever, no ten of any ſtorm, nor a thunder-chaud 


in all the ſky, nor the leaſt appearance of lightnings, 
4 any other b! ing 17 in the air; and ſo could 
renfanably conclufle, It was only a dream of their 
rdigious but weak- father. Men may now 


ſee no ſign of any approaching evil, bleſs God that 
992 live in a land of plenty, under a mild govern- 
went, and in peace, ang out of fear of invaſions . 


Frum 


CN 


from abroad, K And ſo can deſpiſe their liess 


parents kind admonitions and warnings, laugh at: 
the preachers of God's word, and mock thoſe who - 
would beſeech them to be reconciled 10 God,” and! 
come out of 'the world to be ſaved: But let them 


only remember the words of our Saviour, *“ As it 
was in the day when Lot went out of Sodom, they. 


eat, they drank, were married and given in marriage, 
they bought, they fold, they planted and builded,: 
till the fire and brimſtone rained down from heaven. 
and deſtroyed them all; ſo, he ſays, ſhall it be when 
the Son of man ſhall come in his day. Watch ye, 
therefore, leſt that cap come nen and ye be. 
unprepared,” | : „ S661 


When Lot was ret et 8 ond his day broke; 5 


the angels haftened him, and bid him “ fly with his 
wife, and the two young daughters who were there 


with him, leſt he alfo ſhould periſh in the ſame ini- 


quity as the city.“ He had been ſtriving and la- 
bouring with others ſo long, that he had well nigh 


flayed and periſhed himſelf, This ſhould ſerve to | 


teach us, that though we do right in warning, yea; 


- Wintreating and perſuading our friends and relations 


to come with us and follow the Lamb; yet if they, 


will not, we muſt-not ſtay with them: In this caſey: 
there fore, we muſt leave our father: and mother, 
and brethren and ſiſteis, and wife and children, or 
whoever is dear to us, and go to heaven without 


them, rather than by thinking to yield a little for: 
the preſcnt, to ſucceed with our purpoſe hereafter, 
we lay ourſelves and be involved in their ruin. 
This has many times been the caſe: Ariſe, theres; 
fore, and leave all the world, and follow: thou Jeſus: 
out of the camp, bearing his reproach, for the Lord 


will certainly deſtroy this place: this world: ſhall 


foon be confumed, and all-the Kindreds of the 1 
all 
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mall mourn in that day, when he will burn up all 
like an oven, and when al] the uog«dly ſhall be like 
ſtubble before his frre. In that day ſhall it be ſaid, 
1 are all they that have put their truſt in 

im.“ | 


I ſuppoſe Lot had much to do, and was careful 


what he ſhould pack up, and what he ſhould want 


on his flight, &c, Hence it is ſaid, *He lingered, 
and then the angels took hold on his hand, and on 
the hand of his wife, and on the hand of his two 
daughters, (the Lord being merciful to them) and 
brought them out of the gate of Sodom,” and then 
gave them a ſolemn charge, Now eſcape for thy 


life, look not behind thee, ſtay not in all the plains 
Teſt thou be conſumed, but eſcape to the mountains, 


for I can do nothing till thou art come,” _ 
Who could have thought that Lot, who had ſa 
ſtedfaſtly believed the ward of God, and had ſo 


eagerly laboured to get out his children and rela- 


tions, could have lingered himſelf? Yea this went 
ſo far, that had not the Lord been doubly. mercitu] 
to him, he had ſtaid and periſhed after all. 

Hear this, ye ſerious people, who ſurely belieye - 
that the Lord will deſtroy this world, who look 
upon yourſelves as called out of it, and who are. 


pilgrims and ſtrangers in the earth, and who yet 


linger. You are ſo careful of your many matters, 


fo buſied and cumbered about many things, that 
though called ſo long ago, you have not perhaps 


yet fled to the refuge, nor laid hold on the horns of 
the altar; you have not yet made your calling and 
election ſure, nor got ſafety in God's hiding place, 
O may the Lord be mercitul to you, and take hold 
on your hands and hearts, and bring you out! 
May he force you from your cares and lingering in 
your uncertain ſtate, and with a high hz 4 and 

u tente 


| „ 

Aretched-out arm lead you out ef all danger, fd 
ſet you above the reach of men or devils : Nor let 
this world, or the world to come, nor life, nor 
death, or any power be ever able to pluck you 
out of his hands, or ſeparate you from his love. 

When Lot heard this, and knew the mountains 
were at a great diſtance, and began to tremble for 
fear he ſhould not be able to reach them beſore the 
ſtorm fell, he entreated the Lord to Jet him turn 
into a cave in the little city of Zoar; and God 
ſaid, „See, I have accepted thee in this thing; 
make haſte, for I can do nothing till thou are 


come thither.“ 


ord would not deſtroy Sodom till he was ſafe ; 
and when his ſtrength failed, and he could not 
hold out to the mountains, God provided him a 
cave of refuge in Zoar, and hid him there till the 
wrath was overpaſt, I do not doubt but as ſoon 
as he entered the cave and ſaw the flames fall, and 
heard the overthrow of the cities, he word that 


Lord who had been merciful 'to him and biought 


him out, and com forted himſelf in his little plum. 


Here I will leave him then and his daughters a 


little, and look back upon his poor wife; for ſhe, 


notwithſtanding the ftrict charge of the angel, 


“% Look not behind thee,” had yentured to do- it, 


and was ſtruck dead, and left as a ffanding monu- 


ment of diſobedience upon the plain. She had 
left the city, with her huſband and daughters, but, 
p*rhaps, thought upon the riches, the fine ſtreets 
and well- adorned houſes, which now mult all be 
burnt and deftroyed, and in her heart turned back ; 
and, while ſhe looked about to ſee the city once 
more before it was in flames, ſhe was turned into 
a pillar of ſalt, So ſome have left the world in 


is. 


6 — 


Here is mercy upon mercy, and 
| 1 for grace! For though he had lo:tered, the 


ut 
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its lying vanities, have forſook all the delicacies of 
the mother of harlots, and followed the Saviour 
and his people a little while, but have by-and-by 
ſecretly wiſhed for ſome of the old pleaſures, the 


ſweet darling ſins which they had left; they have 


forgot that they were called to be a ſort of ſpiritual 
Rachabites, and have wanted houſes, lands, or 
wiſhed: to indulge themſelves a little longer in the 
feaſts and drinkings of this world before it ſhould. 
be all burnt up; and they have been there left and 


made ſpectacles for angels and men, who were 
_ unworthy of the kingdom, and loved the world 


better than our Saviour, O my dear friends, 
you who are now eſcaped out of the world, and 
at any time ſhould find a hankering after the 


things you have left, hear what our Saviour ſays, 


© Remember Lot's wife!“ Yes, remember her 
fall, and run your race, Jooking to Jeſus, reſolved 
not to go back, nor even to look back, left you 
alſo fall through the ſame example of unbelief, _ 

The ſame meſſage which the angels brought 
to Lot, I bring to you to-day, ** Up, for the Lord 
will deſtroy this place.” This world, however 


fine and goodly, however pleaſant or valuable, 


ſhall, ere long, feel the fire of the great Refiner. 
The beautiful ſun, that governed this day, ſhall 
be darkened, the moon ſhall be turned to blood; 
and thoſe bright ſtars that have ruled the night, 


and lightened the dark pavilion of the heavens, 


ſhall fall and be darkened: Every mountain and 
the green hills ſhall depart, and every well-built 
city, and every fine houſe, ſhall be deſtroyed, and 
not one ſtone left upon another which ſhall not 
be thrown down. Let me not ſeem” to you as one 


that has dreamed: Do not believe as the ſons and 


daughters of Lot, but know ye, © the mouth of 
To B 2 | the 
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plains, leſt you be conſumed 


(28 TJ > 

the Lord hath ſpoken it, and he will do it. Up, 
then, and eſcape for your life, for your eternal 
life, look not behind you, neither ſtay in all the 


% Eſcape for thy life:“ This belongs to every 


ſoul under heaven, and'intimates ſo much: Thou 


art in danger, thy life is at ſtake, but there is a 
refuge; there is a ſtorm coming, but there is a 
hiding-place prepared by him who is not willing 
any ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to the 


Knowledge of the Fruth and be ſaved, If the 
danger I ipeak of was only that of loſing our tem- 


por: lives, O that would be but little; and yet, 
even in ſuch a cafe, what pains and labours do 


ſome take; and at what expences are they to ſup» 


port cr to preſerve. a life, which is but like a 
weaver's ſhuttle, and like a dream at beſt? But 
the life I ſpeak of is for ever and ever. If you 


therefore have a mind to efcape the danger of the- 
ſecond death, if you have a deſire to get everlaſt- 


ing life, you may. Our Saviour, ſets it before you, 


and tej}ls you, Come unto me, believe in me, 


look upon me, and you ſhall not periſn, you ſhall 
have everlaſting life,” He has appointed a place 
of ſanctuary, a refuge in the ftormy wind and 
tempeſt ; and whoever ſees or fears the impending 


judgments which ſhall come upon the world; 


whoever is willing to leave all and follow him, 
he ſhali not ery as if there was no ſafety, he ſhall 


not be in ſuch a ſtate for which there is no remedy, 


no help, no cure; for though his fins are number- 
leſs, great and heinous; though the remembrance 
of them is grievous, and the burden of them 
intolerable; though they were more in number 
than the hairs upon his head, and though his heart 
fails, ſtill there is a place to fly to, there is an 
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aſylum, there is an altar, a ſanctuary, from which 
none have ever been dragged, It is the 'crofs of 
Jeſus, it is our Saviour: Eſcape hither, and thy 
ſoul ſhall live. Whoever comes to his. blood ſhall 
never periſh; it is the very fountain of life, and 
was opened becauſe of ſin and uncleanneſs. Out 
of mere pity and grace our Saviour contrived this, 
for the healing of the nations, and invites all to 
theſe waters: All the many heavy and even terrible 


things ſpoken of in the ſcripture, either of the 


judgment to come, of death, or the chains of 


_ darkneſs, is only, if poſſible, to awaken the ſoul 


to a ſenſe of the reality of that loſs it can ſuſtain: 
if it ſtays with the world in the unregenerate: 
ſtate; and, therefore is it as often, and far more 
often ſhewn what love Jeſus bears to ſinners; how 
he has died for them; how he is not pleaſed with 


the death of them that die, but would have them 


come to him, and be ſaved; and the language of 


his tender heart hourly is: * Eſcape for thy life: 


Come to me, and I will receive thee; aſk of me, 
and I will give thee living water: Eſcape to me, 
and thou ſhalt live.” May all that hear me obey 


his voice, hearken, and come, and ſo ſave their 


ſouls alive! . | 

The next part of the text is: Look not behind 
thee.” This belongs to ſuch as have been awakened, 
and are really concerned about their ſalvation. 
Our Saviour knew how many ſnares ſhould be 
laid for ſuch well-meaning ſouls; how many con- 
trivances ſatan and the world would have to ſeduce 
them back; therefore in general he charges them: 
Look not behind thee, Remember Lot's wife.“ 
Remember, he that putteth his hand to the 
plow and looks back, is not fit for the kingdom 
of God.” Ihe charge he gave the prophet, 2 

8 crie 
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cried againſt the altar in Bethel, is what he gives 
to thee, Turn not again by the way thou canieſt.“ 


You know what wonders God wrought in ſaving. 


his people once out of Egypt; - how he fought 
for them, how he dried up a way for them through 
the ſea, and made the waters ſtand on heaps on 
each fide till they were ſafe over ; how he plagued 
Egypt till they let them go, and at laſt buried all 


the hoſts of Pharach that purſued. them in the 


deeps of the waters, and then ſet the good land of 
Canaan before them“ a land flowing with milk. 
and honey ; the glory of all lands.” _ But af er 
all, thoſe who before had groaned under the bon- 
dage of the heathen, and had cricd in their afflic- 
tion and were delivered, forgot it, and began to 


wilh for the fleſh. pots of Egypt, garlick, onions, 
and cucumbers; and though they had manna and 


fowl in abundance, and were kept with water 
out of the rock, they were not contented: In 
their hearts, it -1s ſaid, they turned back into 
Egypt; wherefore God was not pleaſed with them, 
but they periſhed in the wilderneſs,” They deſ- 
piſed the land before them, and choſe preſent 
bleſſings, though ſo ſmall and trifling, and it be- 
came a hurt to them, ſo that they could not enter 


into his reſt. Many ſerious people ſet out after 


a good manner, they run well, till by and-by 
ſomewhat of their old pleaſures appear before 
them, their company perſuade, their own Juſts 
tempt, and the enemy is perpetually buſy in ſeek- 
ing to get them to look back, and at laſt he ſuc- 
ceeds ; they return as a dog to his vomit, and 


as a ſow that is waſhed to her wallowing ia the 


mire.” Theſe are they, who, for the ſake of tem- 
poral riches, or pleaſures, or for other things, 
venture the loſs of the hcaventy Canaan, the New- 

7 | Jeruſalem, 


1 {#5 J | 
Jeruſalem, and the true promiſed land; theſe are 
they who look back, and fall again into their 
old fins by little and little, and deſpiſe the 
glory of all lande. Not ſo did Moſes; he choſe 
rather to ſuffer. affliction with the people of God, 
than to be a prince, and be called the ſon of 
Pharaoh's daughter, and enjoy the pleaſures of fin, 

which are for a ſeaſon. His eye was to another 
world; nor would he look back till he had entered, 
by the gates, the paradiſe of God. Be ye, my bre= 
thren, noElike the diſobedient wife of Lot; count 
it not a pity thit'this whole world, and its faſhions 
and rarities paſs away, and are burnt up without 
being enjoyed by you; you have a better world, 
and a kingdom that cannot be ſhaken before you. | 
Nor be you like the fooliſh Iſraelites, who forgot | 
ſo caſily and ſo ſoon their cruel ſ-rvitude in Egypt, 
and only remembered their fleſh-pots and herbs, 
and ſo diſpleaſed God their Saviour. No, never | 
forget the cruel ſlavery you have been in under the | 
yoke of ſatan, and out of what extreme diſtreſs and .Y 
deep miſery you have groaned when you ſerved I 
ſin, and felt the fearful ſmart of a guilty mind, 1 
ar d the looking for judgment. Above all; forget 1 
not the price God the Lamb paid to reſcue you | 
from ſuch a thraldom and curſed ſtate ; how he ö 
trembled and ſweat blood, and was ſo many years | 
acquainted with grief only to ranſom you. O do | 
not play with the Moſt Hnigb, or trifle with Jeſus; 
but leave all, nor dare caſt a wiſhful look back on 
any of your former ſins, or on this world,” for it 
is dangerous; but, , eſcape for thy life, and look 
not behind thee.“ n | 
Taue third part of the text is: Neither ſtay thou 
in all the plains; eſcape to the mountains, leſt 
thou be conſumed,” | IST 


This 
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This belongs to people who are come out from 
the world, who are very much againſt looking back, 
but yet ſettle. in a ſtrange lukewarm eſtate; and 
with all their cry againſt the world, and condemning 
of apoſtates, themſelves are ſtaying, as it were, in 
the plains, and not arrived-at the mark of the prize 
of their high calling; they are not yet happily per- 
ſuaded of their intereſt in Chriſt ; they have not 
received the earneſt of their everlaſting inheritance, 
and do not know their ſins are forgiven. Of theſe 
there are many in the world whoſe Marts daily 
miſgive them, and who inwardly feel they are nat 
Fight, and yet ſtay or halt, almoſt perſuaded to 
be chriſtians. Theſe are they to whom the Holy 
<Ghoſt gives this advice, Stay not in all the plains, 
but eſcape to the mountains.“ By the mountains 
we may underſtand, in a ſpiritual ſenſe, the mount 
Zion, the everlaſting hills, the end and height of 
all our aims in this pilgrimage. But leſt you might 
think as Lot did when he found himſelf grow weary 
and tired, O let me turn into Zoar and live;” left 
you might think, O I am afraid I ſhall never hold 
out, I ſhall not arrive timely to the mount of God, 
I feel my ftrength very little, and my corruptions 
and fins ſtrong : therefore has God, your God, the 
Saviour, your Saviour, prepared for you a Zoar; 
be has ordered a cave whereto you may fly; it is 
his own open fide ! His wounds are the belt refuge, 
the ſafeſt and moſt ſecure place to fly to in heaven 
and earth. Methinks I hear him ſay to you, I 
know thy weakneſs; I know thy little ſtreng'h, 
and how thou wouldſt not hold out till thou 
ſhouldſt reach the eternal reſt; the ſtorm would 
have ſurely overtaken thee, and thou would(t have 
been conſumed; therefore behold my hands and 

my feet; ſee my pierced fide, and turn in there, 

— e 1 5 and 


meddle not with; an 
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and no harm ſhall befal thee. This ſhall be to thes 
like the ſhadow of a great rock in a weary land, This 
is the voice of our Beloved ; and this is his language ta 
uilty ſouls, who are flying for their lives. There is 
indeed no other plea you may try, and God's ſword 
will find you; his fire ſhall burn you out: the 
avenger of blood will purſue you, and cut you in 
7 but turn in there; A to the wounded 
Lamb of God, take refuge under his ſhadow, and 
you ſhall be ſafe in time and in eternity, in the 
hour of death and in the day of judgment, O turn 


to that friend of ſinners, that city of refuge; betake 


yourſelf to Jeſus, and lay open all your frights anc 
fears, your guilt and fins before him, He will hear 
you, he will accept you, and ſhew mercy to you, 
and under his wings you ſhall reſt, and none tha I 
make you afraid, , - ©. - | ; 
Juſt ſo as Lot could comfort himſelf in his cave, 
when all around kim was in flames, ſo ſhall you 
comfort yourſelf in Chriſt's wounds, and in his 
arms you ſhall feel that peace the buſy and cum= 
bered world are ribs po to; that joy which they 
| that ſafety in the aſſurance 

of your everlaſting part in the love of God as is in- 
expreſſible. You will tlien be for inviting all into 
your ſtrong-hold ; every affrighted ſinner you will 
call into your refuge, and every uneaſy heart N 
to come and reſt with you out of the reach of all 
harm or dangers. Do not then linger any longer 
vou half-minded people, nor make light of it; for 
hear only how weighty it is to our Lord God, I 
can do nothing, he faith, till thou art come.“ As if 
he had ſaid, knoweſt thou, my poor child, why the 
angels with their deſtroying weapons are ordered 
not yet to deſtroy: or why thoſe who have the power. 


over the winds, are 0 hurt the earth, or any 
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green tree: or why the ſo long threatened / tempeſt 
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geance is not ſo frequent now as formerly: then 


plains ; but haſten to Jeſus, and obtain of him 8 
fen, 91 3 *3y « }, 5 Th, „ | 4 13 11 on 
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virgins ready to meet 


the ſcripture means wllich' faith, “ A man ſn 


don and eternal life; and then let the fudgmentg 

come when they will, e be ſafe, and Hike 
the Bridegroom. You ſhall 

not be in danger by any means; Jeſus ſhall be your 


Saviour, and ** the eternal God your refuge; his 


everlaſting arms ſhall be underneath you, and his 
wounds. ſhall ſhe]ter-you in'-your laſt hours, in the | 
eat day and in all eternity. 75 Vou ſhall find yur 

all PE 


for a hiding- place in the ſtorm, and a covert in the 


wind and tempeſt, and like the ſhadow of a great. 


rock in a weary land.” In the day when the fi n 

of the Son. of Man ſhall: be ſeen coming in he 

clouds of; heaven in his Father's lory, and with his 
» 


ten | thouſands bf ſaints, and a his holy angels, 
74 7 


when the heavens ſhall melt at his preſence, ; 


ſhower of fire ſhall burn up the earth, and afl Mall 
tremble and be ſhaken terribly,” that ſoul ſhall be 
happy who has made his wounds their Zoar, and 
who have in time of grace and ſalvation fled to his 
ſide for refuge. That harbour is ſafer and better 
than the city into which Lot turned; more ſecure 
than the ſanctuary in the temple, and that cave 
more nigh to every affrighted foul, who would fain 
fee from wrath to come, and more real commo- 
dious and ſuitable than that wherein Lot hid with 
his daughters, or that wherein Elias was preſerved 
when the ſtrong wind paſſed by before the Lord, 
and rent the mountains, arid broke in pieces the 
rocks, and which was followed by an earthquake 
and fire; for when once a poor finner is become a 
refuge here, and is got to his crucified Saviour, 
and by faith has laid tiold on his grace, and entered 


into his embraces, perſecutions, ſickneſſes, trou- 


bles, loſſes, famine, the ſword, and death with all 
his terrors; and ſatan with all his rage, may paſs 
„ 5 3 1 02”) Er 2 * $444 44 5 2 . 3 | by 
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| to. 
by and thfeaten, but © no: harm ſhall happen untd 
them, nor any evil come near their dwelling.” . 
Should ſuch an one be called ſuddenly at midnight 
to meet the Bridegroom, he is ready, like à virgin 
with his lamp burning; and ſhould he ſee al} in 
8 about him, and find men's hearts failing, 
he could ſing with a holy triumph, The Lord, the 
eternal God is my tefuge, my fortreſs, my tower, 
my ſafe- guard, my ſtrong- hold, the Lord is my 
hiding - place and my ſanctuary for ever!?“ 5 
Thus ſhall the man be bleſſed who takes the 
Lord's warning, and eſcapes to Jeſus. Thus may 
you and I be bleſſed; and as long as we live may 
we live in this ſafety; and when we die may we 
depart in peace, and ſtand in the judgment boldly, 
. and be. indeed like doves who art fled to the clefts 
of the rack, and are rell... 
Grant this, O moſt dear Saviour, to all here, for 
thy tender mercies ſake, Amen. N 
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